Wrapping a property

This is an advanced method of reducing the effects of floodwater by enclosing the bottom
600-900mm of a property in plastic sheeting. The process requires some DIY ability, plenty
of suitable materials and enough time to construct the wrapping prior to the property being
affected by flooding. It is a method you need to consider and prepare for well ahead of any
potential flooding alert.

Property wrapped in plastic

Timber for . .
support and Side view
attachment

wall

Timber
Plastic

Trench
l

'I

sandbags
Drainpipe with Drain pipe
holes to carry
leakage water
Trench to
block leakage
Caution

Do remember that in cases of very severe flooding (where the floodwater is more than one
metre deep) keeping water out of your property can do more harm than good. Unless your
building is specifically designed to withstand such stresses, the hydrostatic pressures
involved with deep water can cause long-term structural damage and undermine the
foundations of a property. Therefore you should not aim to prevent water from entering your
property through any windows, doors, airbricks etc. more than one metre above the level of
the ground surrounding the property.

Also consider the type of soil on which your property is built. If it is porous and a water table
lies immediately below the ground, it is very likely that in times of flooding water will rise up
directly into your property through the ground floor. In these circumstances it is better to
spend your time removing possessions to a safe place, rather than wrapping your home.
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