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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: War Memorial  Surveyed by: Susan Shearer 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Orkney 
Islands Council/ Community

Area: Sanday 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space X 

 
Description: 
War memorial with wall and associated 
“garden and picnic bench”  

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wall and fence 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Tarmac and grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

planting 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Picnic bench 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Sealed 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

In close proximity 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

No signage 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

None   

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

None  

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Remembrance day  
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

None with in site 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

n/a 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning   

Afternoon   

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer   

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

Used on Remembrance Day, limited use 
after that. 

No evidence of activity 

No evidence of activity 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 On edge of the village None required. 

Disabled access 1 Grass area difficult to 
access. 

Introduce hard surfacing. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 2 Paving around memorial. Replace with higher quality flag 
stone paving. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

1 No pavement provided in 
fitting with context. 

Provide minimal pavement path.

Good signage n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 Tranquil, no litter. None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Condition of picnic bench 
only issue. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Picnic bench on grass 
area could be re-stained.

Re-stain bench. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant  None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Lacks variety. Additional planting. 

Well maintained (natural features) n/a Grass maintained in 
semi-natural state. Not 

relevant. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

1 Grass area which could 
be improved. 

Introduce variety of planting. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Could be made more 
enticing for people to 

spend time in. 

Additional picnic bench or 
information about local area. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Surrounded by fields. None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not purpose of site. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 1 Could be improved Additional planting and picnic 
bench should help this. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required.  

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a Not relevant due to light 
pollution issues. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Good connections albeit 
via road and grass 

verge. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Aided by views and 
memorial. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Could enable regular use 
of space. 

Check feasibility of community 
involvement. 

 
Additional Comments: 
War memorial “turns its back” on the village and green space with the stone wall. 
Removing or having openings in the wall would mean the war memorial could 
interact with greenspace and maybe become more usable. 
 
Note: community group/ development trust have renovated the old croft near to the 
memorial and have plans to renovate the temperance halls as heritage centre. 
Open space with these facilities or tying the memorial in here would be good. 
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Score criteria key:  
AWC - Accessible and well connected; AA- Attractive and appealing; BD- Bio diverse supporting ecological networks; PA- Promote activity, health and 
wellbeing; and CB- Community benefits. 
 
 

Longhope   

Reference Name of Site Management PAN65 Typology Sub Category Score criteria breakdown % Overall 
Score 

Overall 
Score 

% 
AWC AA BD PA CB 

LH01 Community Hall South Walls 
and Brims 
Community 
Association 

6.5 Sports Areas 
6.7 Natural/Semi-
natural 
Greenspace 

6.53 Tennis Court 
6.72 Open Semi-
natural 

63 42 33 58 63 36/72 50 

LH02 Hoy and South 
Walls Health 
Centre 

NHS 6.2 Private 
Gardens or 
Grounds 

6.23 Institutions 38 50 33 63 50 33/72 46 

LH03 St Colm’s Play 
Park 

Council 6.4 Playspace for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

- 79 50 25 63 63 49/84 58 

LH04 St Colm’s 
Quadrant 

Council 6.3 Amenity 
Greenspace 

6.31 Residential 75 50 58 25 55 41/72 57 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Community Hall Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: South Walls 
and Brims Community 
Association 

Area: Longhope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

X 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
A tennis court, boat storage and rough 
grass area around the community hall. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

n/a 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass and tarmac 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 

Rough grass, sea 
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  Water body 

Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Community hall 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Tennis court, boat storage 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Parking at front, tennis court also used for extra 
parking. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Tennis, rowing 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Play, social 
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Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Events held within hall 

Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Great views across the bay. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Only rough grass 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning   

Afternoon   

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer   

Autumn   

Winter   

Space doesn’t look used. 

Space doesn’t look used. 
 

Space doesn’t look used. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 On the edge of the 
settlement boundary 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a Not relevant None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage n/a None required. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
next to a quiet road, very 
little evidence of litter or 

vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

0 No furniture. Seating could be beneficial. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Community hall well 
maintained. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only rough grass Diversity of planting could create 
a more interesting space. 

Well maintained (natural features) 1 Long grass full of weeds. Developing planting on site 
would lead to a better 

management scheme hopefully.
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken. 

Introducing planting could 
increase biodiversity. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Imbalance between 
uses. 

Including plants on site could  
create a better balance. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated well into wider 
green network. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

2 Some activities in space 
but more cold be 

provided. 

Develop rough grass area next 
to the hall. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction, 
obviously more within the 

hall. 

Developing space outside to be 
used for events too such as 

community BBQs or fundraisers.
Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 2 Small sense of local 
identity through views to 

surrounding area. 

Developing grass area to give 
space local identity and place. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Some community 
involvement as looked 
after by the community 

association. 

If site was developed, 
community involvement could 

reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Has potential to be an outdoor extension to the hall, to be used for events during 
good weather. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Hoy and South Walls Health Centre Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Private? Managed by: NHS? Area: Longhope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Grass area around health centre. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wire fence along field boundaries. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

n/a 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Health centre 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Behind the health centre 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Signage for the centre 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

n/a 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Good views across the bay 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

n/a 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning   

Afternoon   

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer   

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

Space doesn’t look used.  
  

Space doesn’t look used. 

Space doesn’t look used. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 On edge of settlement 
boundary 

None required. 

Disabled access 1 Currently grass so would 
pose difficulty in wet 

weather. 

Creating paths. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 0 No paths. Creating paths. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a  Open access None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 2 Signage for the health 
centre 

None required currently 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
next to a quiet road, very 
little evidence of litter or 

vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

0 No furniture. Seating could be a good addition 
for people waiting to pick up 

patients or to relax in the space.

Quality equipment n/a None required. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Health centre well 
maintained. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass. Include more planting. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cut well, very few 
weeds 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken. 

Include planting on site. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Imbalance between 
uses. 

Planting could create better 
balance between natural and 

amenity uses. 
Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated well into wider 

green networks. 
None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction. Seating and planting could 
create more opportunity for 

social interaction. 
Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 2 Small sense of local 
identity and place 
through view to 

surrounding area. 

Site could be developed into a 
garden to give a local identity 

and place. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
The space is quite large and could potentially be good garden space for people 
using the health centre and the wider community. This would give the centre a nice 
setting and help people to relax and hopefully improve their health and wellbeing. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: St Colm’s Play Park Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Longhope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Play area within housing area. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wooden fence 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass and matting 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Only grass 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Play equipment- swings, roundabout etc. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Benches and bins 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Kissing gates 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Concrete path 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Residential parking close by. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Sign from bottom of main road up to the space. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

games 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Games, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Great views out of site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

n/a 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults   

Families X  

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

 

Depending on weather/ time of year 

Depending on weather 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the heart of housing 
area 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Complete wheelchair 
access. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 2 Suitable materials used. None required currently. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Entry points in a good 
location and accessible. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

4 Clearly defined paths to 
and through the site. 

None required. 

Good signage 3 Sign from road to space. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
away from roads, very 

little evidence of litter or 
vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required currently. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Seating and bins in 
average condition. 

None required currently 

Quality equipment 2 Equipment and surface 
in reasonable condition, 
potential improvements 

needed in the future. 

None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0  No planting in space. Including planting would improve 
site. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut, very 
few weed. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken. 

Including planting in the space 
could increase biodiversity. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Imbalance between 
uses. 

Planting would create better 
balance for nature and amenity.

Connect with wider green networks 2 Connected in part, could 
be improved. 

Planting would help integrate 
space better. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

2 Fair amount of activities 
but more could be 

provided. 

Creating a space for more than 
one age group could be 

beneficial. 
Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 

social interaction. 
None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required could 
create unwanted light 

pollution. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

4 Well connected to 
designated routes and 

public transport. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 2 Small sense of local 
identity through views to 

surrounding area. 

Planting or public art could give 
space identity. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
I like how people have gates from their back gardens straight into the space but the 
space itself lacks any character. Some planting or a piece of public art could give it 
some identity. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: St Colm’s Quadrant Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater  

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Longhope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace X 6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Area of grass in front of housing area. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Concrete wall 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass  

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Some shrubs. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Concrete/ tarmac 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Residential parking behind housing 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

n/a 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Views down to the pier. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Some shrub planting 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning   

Afternoon   

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer   

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

Used mainly to connect housing to pier 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In front of housing area. None required 

Disabled access 3 Good wheelchair access. None required 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Paths generally good. None required 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

2 Paths within site, quiet 
roads. 

None required 

Good signage n/a Not relevant. None required 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise located 
next to a quiet road, very 
little evidence of litter or 

vandalism. 

None required 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required currently 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

0 No furniture and space 
would benefit from it. 

Seating could be included in the 
site. 

Quality equipment n/a None required None required 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant None required 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting 
but could be improved. 

Including more planting on site 
could give space some 

character. 
Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut. None required 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Vegetation mainly for 
informal amenity in 
adequate condition. 

More variety of planting could 
increase biodiversity. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship. None required 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated well into the 
wider green network 

None required 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Site too steep for 
recreational use. 

None required 

Provide places for social interaction 1 Layout of space prevents 
much social interaction.

Not much that can be done. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along paths 
through site. 

None required 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. Bus stop on 
site. 

None required 

Sense of local identity and place 2 Sense of local identity 
and place through views 
to the surrounding area

Incorporating more planting or 
public art could give space some 

identity. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
More of a “transition” space used to connect housing down to the pier and local 
shop. More planting and maybe some sating could be potential actions to create an 
interesting space. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Lyness Naval War Museum Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Scapa Flow 
Landscape Partnership 

Area: Lyness 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

X 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Disused quarry turned into a pond area. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Steep sides 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Mixed trees and shrubs, deep pond 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Romney hut and railway track 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Seating 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Informal 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

In front of museum. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Wildlife, historical, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Good visual amenity within site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Tree planting and water plants. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Significance during both world wars. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Used by all user groups.   

Mainly during the day 

Most during summer when the museum is open. 

584



Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 Close to the museum. None required. 

Disabled access 2 Could be tricky in wet 
weather. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 2 Suitable materials. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 No noise, very peaceful. 
No litter or vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Seating in good 
condition. 

None required. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

4 Planting is varied and 
appealing and 

contributes to the overall 
quality of the space. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Planting well maintained, 
grass cleanly cut. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Good example of a semi-
natural space. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated very well into 
wider green network. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a  Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a Could cause unwanted 
light pollution. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

3 Active community 
involvement. 

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Really peaceful spot, more variety of planting could be included but not essential. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: 
Commonwealth War Grave 
Commission 

Area: Lyness 

 

Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace X 

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 

Description: 
Cemetery containing graves from both 
World Wars. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone wall. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass  

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Planting  
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Small shelters? 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Some benches 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Wooden gate 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Car parking outside space. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Engraved into stone wall 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Military history 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Remembrance day 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Planting gives space good visual amenity. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Planted areas  

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Graveyard was built in 1915 as part of the Lyness base 
and contains graves of many different nationalities.  

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults X  

Families   

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Mainly people with an interest in military 
history or looking for relatives 

Depending on time of year 

Depending on the weather. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 Bus criteria less 
applicable on isles. 
Within buffer zone. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Complete wheelchair 
access, grass could pose 

difficult in wet weather. 

None required currently. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

4 Entry point well placed 
and accessible. In good 

condition 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 3 Some information 
available. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise, located 
next to a quiet road. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 4 Excellent quality 
materials used and 

maintained to a high 
standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

4 Seating in good 
condition. 

None required. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Shelters well maintained. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

4 Planting is varied, 
appealing and 

contributes to the overall 
quality of the space. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 4 Planting very well 
maintained, grass 

cleanly cut. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Vegetation actively 
managed for formal 

amenity. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated into the wider 
green network very well.

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction. None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a Not appropriate for site. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place on 

site. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

n/a Not relevant currently None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Very peaceful place to visit. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Rendall Community Centre Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Community 
Association 

Area: Lyron 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

X 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
New football pitch at the Rendall 
Community Centre and a semi natural area.

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

 n/a 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, heather 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Tree planting, heather. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

 Community centre 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

 Football pitch 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

 n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Next to community centre 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Football/ games 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Football/ games, social, wildlife/ plants. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

View out to surrounding country side. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Tree planting, heather. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning   

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer X  

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

Used by all user groups. 

Mainly used in the afternoon 

Mainly used in the summer. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 Good location for 
community. 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some wheel chair 
access. 

None required currently. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a None required. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant for a site in 
this location 

None required. 

Good signage n/a None required. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but quiet 
roads, very little 

evidence of 
litter/vandalism 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good materials used, 
maintained to a good 

standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

0 No furniture. Space would benefit for seating 
and bins. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

3 Community centre in 
good condition. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting 
but could be improved. 

Add more planting to space. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Maintained to a good 
standard. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Some tree planting, 
semi-natural area in 
adequate condition. 

Improve semi-natural area/ 
include planting around the 

pitch. 
Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship. More planting could create a 
better balance. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Good connection to 
wider green network. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

2 Fair amount of activities 
provided. 

Could provide more but not 
essential. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities 
appropriate for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity and place on site 

and through views to 
surrounding area. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

?   

 
Additional Comments: 
New football pitch looks really well planned and executed, will be good for the 
community. The semi- natural area and tree planting just needs a bit more work 
and could be a nice recreational space. 
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North Walls Community School 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: North Walls Community School Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Hoy 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Football pitch, outdoor sports court, dog 
agility course, tree planting and play areas.

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wire fence, concrete block wall 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, tarmac 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Tree planting 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Play equipment, maintenance shed. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Football pitch, all weather court for netball/basketball/ 
tennis/ football, seating, bins. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Metal/ wooden gates. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Tarmac/ concrete  

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Within space. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Signs for school entrance. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports/games 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports/games, informal/formal play, social. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Football games. 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Views out of site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Tree planting 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families X  

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Main user children.  

Mainly during breaks 

Depending on the weather. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 1 As outside settlement. 
Bus stop criteria not 

realistic on isle context. 
Located about half way 
between South Walls 

and Lyness. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Complete wheelchair 
access. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Paths generally very 
good. 

None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Entry points in good 
locations, good condition 

and accessible 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 2 Limited information 
available. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Close to a road but quiet 
area. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Numerous bins and 
seating in good 

condition. 

None required. 

Quality equipment 2 Surface and equipment 
in reasonable condition.

None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting 
and landscape elements 
but could be improved. 

Include more plants to give 
colour. 

Well maintained (natural features) 2 Grass cleanly cut but 
trees over grown by 

grass/ weeds. 

Maintenance on trees. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Vegetation mainly for 
informal amenity. 

Some maintenance required for 
the young trees. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated well into wider 
green network. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

4 Very good balance of 
activities for various user 

groups. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting around car park. None required currently 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement? 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Totem pole and linked seating are quite fun and the multiple uses for the all-
weather court are a good idea. Trees need some work. 

 
 

605



 

 

Orphir Village 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Millennium Garden Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Community 
Council? 

Area: Orphir 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens X 6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Area of shrubs and seating next to the 
church. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

None 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Shrubs 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Seating  

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Informal 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Next to the church 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking, art 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Not much visual amenity once in the site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Planted shrubs. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Created to celebrate 2000 years since the birth of 
Christ. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults X  

Families   

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter   

 
 

Used by adults/elderly. 

Depends on the time of year 

Could be a bit muddy in the winter. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of the 
community. 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some disabled access, 
could be difficult in wet 

weather. 

Hard surface paths could be 
considered. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 0 Only informal paths. Hard surface paths could be 
considered. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Entry point in good 
location. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

2 No paths but quiet roads. None required. 

Good signage n/a No information needed. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Located next to quiet 
roads, very little 

evidence of litter/ 
vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
used. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Seating provided. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a Not expected on site. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting 
but very close together 

and high 

Thin out shrubs. 

Well maintained (natural features) 2 Maintained to a good 
standard, some weeds.

Improved maintenance  
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Mainly for formal 
amenity. 

Contribute more to biodiversity.

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship None required currently. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Good connection. None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 1 Layout of space prevents 
much social interaction.

Thin out the shrubs. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 2 Some areas of poor 
visibility and entrapment 

points. 

Thinning out shrubs and create 
wider paths. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity on site. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Some community 
involvement? 

Could be improved? 

 
Additional Comments: 
Space a bit claustrophobic for me, shrubs need to be thinned out slightly.  
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Orphir Community Primary School Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Orphir 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Playing fields, climbing wall, play area and 
tree planting around the primary school. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wire fence, concrete block wall 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, safety matting, tarmac and concrete 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Tree planting 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Maintenance shed, play equipment. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Football pitch, climbing wall, seating and bins. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Gates. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Concrete 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Next to school. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Signs for school. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports, games, walking 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports/ games, wildlife/plants, play, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Football games? 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Some visual amenity within site and views out to 
surrounding countryside. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Tree planting. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X`  

 
 

Mainly children 

Mainly during break times 

All year round 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of the 
village. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Good disabled access None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Good quality paths. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

4 Well placed and 
accessible, in good 

condition. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Paths to and through 
site, some crossing of 
roads but not a safety 

issue. 

None required. 

Good signage 2 Information for the 
school. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Next to a main road but 
quiet, very little evidence 

of litter/ vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
used and maintained to a 

good standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Seating and bins 
provided in average 

condition. 

None required. 

Quality equipment 2 Equipment/ surface in 
reasonable condition, 
potential requirements 
needed in the future. 

None required currently. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a None required. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting 
and landscape elements 
but could be improved. 

Include planting beneath trees, 
plant up planters. 

Well maintained (natural features) 2 Maintained to a good 
standard, some weeds.

Improve maintenance. 
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Bio diverse supporting 
ecological networks 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Actively managed for 
informal amenity and 

biodiversity. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated into wider 
green network well. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

3 Good balance of 
activities. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along main 
routes and entrances. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

4 Well connected to 
designated routes. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place on 

site. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Good school grounds, continual development of the tree planting areas to create a 
balanced woodland needed.  
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Orphir Parish Church Surveyed by: Charlotte  

Ownership: Public? Managed by: Private Area: Orphir 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace X 

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
 Area of grass and gravel surrounding the 
Church 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone wall/ wire fence 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, gravel 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Only grass 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Church 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Within open space. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Welcome sign for the church 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Religious events within church 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Church gives some visual amenity. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Only grass 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Been the site for a church since 1885 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon   

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Car park used every Sunday but green 
space not really used 

Sunday mornings 

All year round 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of the 
village. 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a No paths expected. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a  Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

2 Paths to the site. None required. 

Good signage 2 Some information 
available. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Next to a main road but 
not a major issue, very 
little evidence of litter/ 

vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Good quality materials 
used. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Some seating provided. None required currently. 

Quality equipment n/a Not appropriate None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass. Introduce more variety in 
planting around church 

Well maintained (natural features) 4 Grass cleanly cut. None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken 

Introduce more plant variety. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship Plant variety could create a 
better relationship. 

Connect with wider green networks 2 Connected in parts but 
could be improved. 

More planting could help 
integrate space. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction. Could be improved through 
planting around church. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Good connection to 
designated routes. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity and place on site 

and through views to 
surrounding area 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Some community 
involvement, community 

council. 

None required currently. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Some planting could really enhance the space and give the church an even better 
setting. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: The Earl’s Palace Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public? Managed by: Historic 
Scotland 

Area: The Palace 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space X 

 
Description: 
Area of grass within ruins. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Fence, stone wall and ruins. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

well 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Ruins 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Kissing gate 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Along roadside. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Informative about the history. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

History  

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Ruins. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Only grass 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

The Palace was built between 1569 and 1579 by Earl 
Robert Stewart an illegitimate child of King James V. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer X  

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

Visited by people interested in the Earldom 
of Orkney and school field trips. 

Used at various points through the day 

Mainly during the summer when there are more tourists about. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of the 
village 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Wheelchair access but 
no designated disabled 

parking. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a  None expected. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Well placed and in good 
condition. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Connectivity not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 4 Lots of interpretation 
boards around the site, 

leaflets available 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 No noise and no 
vandalism, some litter in 

the well. 

Try to clean out litter but may not 
be possible. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

n/a None required. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a None required. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a None required. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass Some variety of planting could 
be beneficial. 

Well maintained (natural features) 4 Grass cleanly cut. None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 There is a sign saying 
about a wildflower area 

but it is only grass. 

Actually plant the wildflowers. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship. None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated into the wider 
green network well. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction. None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 3 Some areas of poor 
visibility but no 

entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not designated to routes 
but quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place on 

site. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

n/a Not relevant managed by 
Historic Scotland. 

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Interesting history to site, could actually plant up their wildflower area though. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: St Magnus Churchyard Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Community 
Council 

Area: The Palace 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace X 

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Church and churchyard. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

 Stone wall. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

n/a 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

 Church 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

 Church 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Wooden gates. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

 gravel 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Park along roadside. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Welcome sign for church 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

n/a 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Events held in the church throughout the year. 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Fantastic views out into the bay. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

n/a 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Recognised as the site where St Magnus was laid to 
rest before being moved to St Olaf’s in Kirkwall. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults X  

Families   

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Mainly adult and elderly users but used by 
others too. 

Depends on weather conditions. 

All year round. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the heart of the village. None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Path generally good. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 In good location and in 
good condition. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not available in this 
location 

None required. 

Good signage 3 Some information. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but quiet 
road. Very little evidence 

of litter/ vandalism 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
maintained to a good 

standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

n/a None required. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a Not appropriate for this 
site. 

None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Well signed off-site 
toilets and church 

accessible. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

n/a Not relevant to site None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Maintained to a good 
standard. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Good connection to the 
wider green network. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant  None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant  None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4  No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place on 

site. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Some community 
involvement. 

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Depending on your view of graveyards, can be quite a nice quiet place to visit. The 
gate and nearby bench compliment the space well in terms of its relationship with 
the shore. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Gillpier Road Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Pierowall 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace X 6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Area of grass and seating area along 
shoreline 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wooden barrier around seating area 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass  

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Only grass, the sea. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Seating, pier further along. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Close proximity.  

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Information on funding for space. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

n/a 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
  Open space provides a 

beneficial setting  

Views out across the bay 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Natural shoreline 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 

Used by various user groups. 

Used at various points depending on the weather. 

Used at various points depending on the weather. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In front of houses. None required 

Disabled access 1 Gravel could pose 
difficult for wheelchairs 

Change of surface could be 
considered 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a Not relevant None required 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a  Not relevant None required 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant  None required 

Good signage 2 Information on funding None required 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Next to a road but quite 
quiet. 

None required 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used, 
small maintenance issue.

Weeds coming through the 
gravel. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Seating in average 
condition. 

None required 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant. None required 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a None required None required 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass. Some alternative planting could 
enhance the space.  

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut, few 
weeds. 

None required 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken. 

Including plants in space to 
increase biodiversity. 
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Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship. More planting could create a 
better balance between 

elements 
Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated very well into 

the wider green 
networks. 

None required 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not the nature of the site. None required 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points, 

None required 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along main road. None required 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required 

Sense of local identity and place 2 Sense of local identity 
and place through views 

to surrounding area. 

None required 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0? No community 
involvement 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Nice little seating area with a good view across the bay. Some planting could 
enhance the space. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Howanbrek  and Lastigar Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council and 
OHAL 

Area: Pierowall 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace X 6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Grass areas through housing 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Low wooden fence, wire fence 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass  

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Grass  
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Football goal 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Sealed. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Residential parking 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

football 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

n/a 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Not much visual amenity. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Only grass 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Residents of the housing around spaces. 

Depending on time of year 

Depending on the weather. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In housing areas. None required. 

Disabled access 3 Good disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 2 Suitable materials. None required currently. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Paths to and through 
sites, some crossing of 
roads required but no 

safety issues. 

None required. 

Good signage n/a None required. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
next to quiet roads. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required currently. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

n/a None required. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a None required. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a None relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass. More variety in planting. 

Well maintained (natural features) 2 Grass cleanly cut. None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken, 

Include more planting on site. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship. More planting could create a 
better relationship. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated well. More planting could integrate it 
better. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction. None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along main 
routes. 

None required currently. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Good connection to 
designated routes, 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 0 No sense of local identity 
or place. 

Some planting could bring 
vibrancy to the spaces 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Quite bland at the moment, some planting could give the spaces a sense of place 
and link them together. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Lady Kirk Graveyard Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Community 
Council 

Area: Pierowall 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace X 

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Graveyard with Lady Kirk ruins. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone wall 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

n/a 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Ruins of Lady Kirk 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Metal gates. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Informal 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Layby next to space. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Informative about history of kirk 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Historical 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Views looking out of the site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

n/a 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Lady Kirk is a medieval church. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults X  

Families   

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Interesting for people looking for ancestors/ 
links to the isle. 

Depending on weather 

Depending on weather 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 On the edge of the 
village 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Disabled access to most 
of the graveyard, 

difficulty getting into the 
ruins. 

None required currently. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Entry points in good 
location, accessible and 

in good condition. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 3 Information on the history 
of the church available.

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Located next a road but 
quite quiet. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
used and maintained to a 

good standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a None required. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut, few 
weeds. 

None required. 

    

650



 
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship None required currently. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Connected very well into 
wider green network 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction. None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Interesting history and good views out of site. Very peaceful place to be. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Pierowall Shoreline Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Adjacent 
householders 

Managed by: Adjacent 
householders 

Area: Pierowall 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace X 6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Area of grass along shoreline. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Open access 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

The sea. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Toilets, jetty, picnic benches, bus shelter 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Informal. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Within space 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Interpretation board and sign for toilets. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking/jogging/running. 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Informal play, wildlife, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Nice views out from site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Natural shoreline below space. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

A part in the Orkneyinga Saga  

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Used by most of the community at some 
point, 

Depending on the weather    
  

Depending on the weather. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the heart of the village. None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some accessibility.  None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 3 Some information 
available. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Located next to a road 
but quiet area. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 In good condition. More bins could be provided. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

3 On site toilets None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Just grass Some variety in planting could 
enhance the space and reduce 

maintenance costs. 
Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut, some 

weeds. 
None required. 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Mainly grass. Give space some variety in 
planting. 
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Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

2 Adequate relationship. Planting could create a better 
balance between elements. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated into the wider 
green networks very 

well. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity and place onsite 
and through views to the 

surrounding area. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

4 Community involvement 
responsible for 

maintaining the space. 

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Space would benefit from more planting. Nice place to sit and enjoy the view on a bonny day. 

 
 

656



Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Westray Community School Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Pierowall 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Play area, football pitch, netball court 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone wall, metal fence and wooden fence 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, tarmac, safety matting and concrete 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Only grass 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Play equipment 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Football pitch, netball court, indoor swimming pool, 
some seating 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Kissing gates into the play area 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Tarmac  

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Car parking at the rear of the school 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

About the funding for the play area and no dogs sign 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports/ games 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports/games, formal/informal play, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Football games (parish cup?) inter island games. 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Views out of the bay. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

n/a 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families X  

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Mainly children during school breaks 

During break times 

All year round 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4  In the heart of the village None required 

Disabled access 3 Good wheelchair access None required 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Paths generally very 
good. 

None required 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Entry points in good 
location, accessible and 

in good condition. 

None required 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Paths to and through the 
site, some crossing of 

roads required but not a 
safety issue. 

None required 

Good signage 2 Limited information 
available. 

None required currently. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 2 Located next to a main 
road but would not deter 

users. Some litter but 
doesn’t detract from 

overall appearance of 
site. 

Tidy up litter. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Adequate litter bins (no 
dogs allowed) and 
seating in average 

condition. 

None required currently 

Quality equipment 2 Equipment and surface 
in reasonable condition, 
potential improvements 

needed in the future. 

Improvements may be required 
in future. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Easy access to school 
and swimming pool, well 

signed. 

None required 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass. More variety in planting 
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Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut, few 
weeds. 

None required 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken. 

Include more planting in the 
space. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Good recreational and 
amenity but no natural 

elements. 

Include more planting to give 
variety. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated into the wider 
green network well. 

None required 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

3 Good balance of 
activities for various user 

groups. 

None required 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required None required 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

4 Well connected to 
designated routes. 

None required 

Sense of local identity and place 2 Small sense of local 
identity and place 
through views to 
surrounding area. 

Give space some identity with 
planting or art work. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Good variety of play equipment just needs some planting to improve the natural 
element. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Westray Heritage Centre Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Westray 
Heritage Trust 

Area: Pierowall 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens X 6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Garden around the centre which includes 
some larger exhibits. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone wall and flagstone wall. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, paving 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Rockery planting and flower beds. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Heritage centre, exhibits  

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Bench 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Paving stones 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Across the road 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Informative about exhibits 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

History, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Nice visual amenity within site and out to the bay 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Planted flower beds and rockery 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Sperm whale skeleton, boat noust and tangle dyke 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

People interested in Westray’s heritage  

Mainly when centre is open 

Mainly when centre is open (May- September) 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of the 
village. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Good disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 4 In very good condition. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Paths through the site, 
crossing of road required 

but not a safety issue. 

None required. 

Good signage 4 Information available on 
exhibits and heritage 

centre. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 Very peaceful, no 
vandalism or litter. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 4 Excellent materials used 
and maintained to a high 

standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Bench in good condition. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Heritage centre well 
maintained. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

4 Planting is varied, 
appealing and 

contributes to the overall 
quality of the space. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 4 Planting very well 
maintained. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Mainly for informal 
amenity  

More work on biodiversity. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated into the wider 
green network well. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

4 Active community 
involvement. 

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Good space and excellent idea to continue the exhibition outside. 
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Rousay Community School 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Rousay Community School Surveyed by: Alan Muir 

Ownership: Council Managed by: Council Area: Rousay 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
School grounds composed of play area, 
grass field and tarmac areas. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone wall, timber picket fence and timber posts with 
mesh. Dyke footbridge is associated with private land. 
Less rigid boundary to the west around the wildlife 
pond is currently in development. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, grass with synthetic underlay and tarmac. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Grass, trees and plant box area. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Poly tunnel, wildlife pond, plant boxes and football 
goals with nets. Timber sheds within planting area and 
play area. Play equipment includes two playhouses 
with slides and climbing frame, rocking horses and 
swings.  

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Football pitch, benches and bins. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Metal gates along boundary. Timber gates within 
grounds include a kissing gate into play area. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

N/A 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Parking is out with boundary wall of school. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

School name and visitor information. Play area 
signage. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports, games, walking, jogging, running with artistic 
markings to tarmac. 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports, games, wildlife, plants, play (both formal and 
informal) and social. Social play aspect aided by school 
protocols to encourage children to play together by 
using particular areas of school grounds as well as 
making games up. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Football pitch used on Sundays but not allowed to be 
used during months of October to April. Grounds also 
used for events out with school hours including recently 
by the Salvation Army. 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
  Open space provides a 

beneficial setting  

Views to wider landscape including coastline. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Grass, trees, birdhouses and planting boxes. Some 
flowering around edge of play area and wildlife pond. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Beneficial community facility.  

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X More so to supervise. 

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 1 Outside settlement and 
some distance away. 
Addressing through 

public transport 
unrealistic due to isle 

context. Can be reached 
via local taxi. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Parking space available. 
Majority of grounds have 

disabled access with 
stepped planting area 

only issue. 

Provide suitable access onto 
raised planting area. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

4 Good condition and 
numerous access points.

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

N/A Not relevant due to 
location. 

None required. 

Good signage 2 Overall in good condition. 
Play area information 

sign faded and could be 
replaced. 

Replace play area sign. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 Aided by location. No 
litter evident. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Materials to a good 
standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

4 Dog bins not applicable. 
Cycle stand provided. 

None required. 

Quality equipment 4 Play equipment in 
excellent condition. 

None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 
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Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

3 Various trees and 
flowering complimented 

by pond and planting 
boxes. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Some weeds but 
interesting details such 

as longer grass for 
football halfway line. 

None required. 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

4 Birdhouses, pond, trees 
and planting boxes aid 

this. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

4 Very good balance of 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Aided by context and 
grass verges along road.

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

3 Focused towards 
younger age groups but 

good range offered. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Nature of school play 
also helped by protocols 
in place to focus play to 
particular areas. Less 

applicable out with 
school times. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 3 Some visibility issues for 
northern tarmac areas 

but only minor. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels N/A Not relevant to isle 
context but floodlighting 
could lengthen possible 
usage of playing field. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Location hinders this as 
out with settlement. 

Resolving via transport 
links not applicable. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Aided by views. None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Through events out with 
school times. 

Check feasibility to increase 
ownership and resultant 
management of space. 
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Additional Comments: 
Location out with settlement detracts from what is an otherwise good quality space 
in terms of play equipment, sport opportunities and biodiversity attributes. Tarmac 
provides suitable alternative area during wet conditions with replacement of play 
area information sign only main issue to address. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Sanday Community School Surveyed by: Susan Shearer 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Orkney Island 
Council 

Area: Sanday 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Spaces associated with school: playing 
field, tennis court/ netball court, playground, 
nature garden. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Mixture of all 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Both  

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Part of open space set out as nature garden for the 
school 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Equipment shed 
Club house with playing fields and “stage” area 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Playing fields, tennis/netball court, toilets/ changing 
room, benches. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

gates 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

tarmac 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

In close proximity for school and community facilities. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

For school at the front and community facilities at the 
back 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports/games, walking/jogging/ running 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports/games, wildlife, play and social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Annual agricultural show, tournaments.  
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Area at the front more attractive than at the back. Good 
views out to the surrounding land and seascape. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Small wildlife garden 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Mainly children but will be used by all user 
groups for agricultural show for example. 

Mainly during break times 

Used all year round. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 1 Is part of the community, 
in the middle of the 

island. 

Future development could be 
considered around the school. 

Disabled access 4 Excellent disabled 
access. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3  Paths generally good. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 In good location and 
condition. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

1 Paths within site but not 
to the site. 

Currently no action required. 

Good signage 1 Limited information, all 
for the school. 

Signage for outdoor space. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 No noise, vandalism, or 
litter 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
used. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Good quality furniture, no 
bins on site but no litter 

lying around either. 

None required. 

Quality equipment 3 Equipment in good 
condition 

None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

2 Club house for playing 
fields not in good 

condition. 

Club house needs maintenance

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

3   

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Good maintenance. None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Good example of semi 
natural area. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated into the wider 
green network very well.

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

4 Very good balance of 
activities for all user 

groups. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 4 Plenty of opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

4 Very good facilities for all 
user groups. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along main 
routes. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity on site and 

through views to the 
surrounding area 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

2 Some community 
involvement 

Potential for more involvement.

 
Additional Comments: 
Excellent facilities at the “school end”. Areas for improvement would be the 
changing area/ club house especially in appearance. Functionally the facilities with 
the fitness suite maybe used instead. School restricts the use of open space 
facilities to wider public until out of school hours. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Hope Community Play Park Surveyed by: Alan Muir 

Ownership: Council Managed by: Council Area: St Margaret’s Hope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Large grass area with numerous items of 
play equipment. Paved path provides visual 
link to the space. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone walls, timber posts with mesh and timber fencing 
at substation. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, concrete paved style path, concrete plinths at 
picnic benches and rubber matting for play equipment. 
Some gravel at side of path beside substation. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Grass with trees along east and south edges.  
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Two sets of swings, rocket ride, climbing structure, 
climbing netscape, playhouse with slide and a 
wheelchair accessible roundabout. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Two picnic table benches and a bin. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Back Road and most southern access off Thorfinn 
Place are timber kissing gates. Access via route off 
Church Road is a metal kissing gate.  

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Concrete path with paved stone effect which goes 
between the Church Road and Back Road accesses. 
Section of mesh pulled down to allow informal access 
from southwest corner. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Available on Back Road but not visible from space. 
Also car park off Church Road. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

No dogs allowed signs at each entry point.  Large 
information sign about age guidelines for play 
equipment and local area. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Allows games, walking, jogging and running to take 
place.  

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Games, play (both formal and informal) and social. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

N/A 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
  Open space provides a 

beneficial setting  

Majority of space has views to wider open landscape 
but restricted to the east by houses. As progress up 
slope of space sea views are more apparent. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Grass, trees and Daffodils. Concrete access path to the
space is edged with grass and planting of adjacent 
properties. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Beneficial place for children to exercise and play 
complimented with sea views. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X Comments

Morning X Not in use at time. 

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn  Paving may allow use during colder months. 

Winter   
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 Could be more 
accessible to housing to 

the west. Otherwise 
ideally located for village 

facilities. 

Create link to the west. 

Disabled access 3 No dedicated spaces but 
parking available. Path 

allows access to site and 
roundabout. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 4 Provides good access 
and pleasant contrast to 

grass. 

None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Most southern access 
reached by crossing 

grass area and is 
stepped but other access 

points are fully 
accessible. West access 

could be provided. 

Look into establishing west 
access path.  

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

4 Pathway off Church 
Road is very good. 

None required. 

Good signage 4 Informative and in very 
good condition. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 Minor bare areas look to 
be result of recent works.

None required. 

Quality materials used 4 Paths to a very good 
standard. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 No dog bins required. 
Bin does look out of 

place amongst newer 
looking equipment and 

furniture. 

Paint or replace bin. 

Quality equipment 4 Looks as good as new. 
Good range of 

equipment offered. 

None required. 
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Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

3 Trees and Daffodils 
enhance space. Most 

trees are saplings so will 
improve in future. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Some bare areas at 
edge of paths and bench 
plinths most likely due to 

being recent work. 
Overall good standard. 
Southern gate could be 

re-stained. 

Re-stain southern gate. 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Balance of planting in 
place will create a 

pleasant natural aspect 
to the space. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
natural and recreational 

aspects offered. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Good access path from 
car park and is in close 

proximity to other 
spaces. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

4 Wide range of play 
equipment offered plus 

picnic tables. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 When in use but does 
lack some relationship 
with nearby housing. 

Restricted by context. None 
required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 Minor bird noise, little 
else. 

 

Appropriate lighting levels N/A Would create 
unnecessary light 
pollution in close 

proximity to housing.  

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

4 Provides good 
alternative path through 
village to and from bus 
stops on Back Road. 

None required. 
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Sense of local identity and place 4 Reinforced by views and 
information sign advising 
of surrounding facilities.

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

4 Involves the Hope Play 
Park Group.  

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Well maintained space almost as if new with very good range of play equipment 
offered. Southern access becoming neglected due to more attractive alternative 
pathway from Church Road so would seem contradictory to pave this too. Main 
issue involves looking into creating a pathway to link space to new housing to the 
west. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Hope Community School Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public  Managed by: Council Area: St Margaret’s Hope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Play area and sports pitch around the 
primary school. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

 Concrete pebble dashed wall, wooden picket fence, 
wire fence and shrubs. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, tarmac and safety matting. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Some shrub and tree planting and also herbaceous 
planting. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

 Play equipment. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

 Toilets/ changing room in the school, football pitch/ 
netball court, some bins and seating. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Various gates. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

 tarmac 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

School parking on site. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Signs for the school. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports/ games. 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports (netball and football), games, Formal and 
informal play, social. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Sports tournaments? 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Play area gives a lot of visual amenity to the site with 
planting and colourful play equipment. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Various areas of planting around the school. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

? 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families X  

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Used all year round by school children during break times. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 Located within 300m 
buffer zone. 

None required. 

Disabled access 2 Wheel chair access to 
majority of site, apart 

from football pitch due to 
steps.  

Easier access to the football 
pitch could be a consideration. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Paths generally good. None required 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Obvious, clean and well 
maintained. 

None required 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Paths provided to and 
within the site, some 

crossing of roads but not 
a safety issue. 

None required 

Good signage 2 Limited information 
available. 

More signage could be 
beneficial. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
away from roads. Very 

little evidence of 
vandalism or litter. 

None required 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
used maintained to a 

good standard. 

None required 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Litter bins and seating in 
average condition, cycle 
stands in good condition.

None required 

Quality equipment 3 equipment and surface in 
good condition. 

None required 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

3 On site toilets and 
changing rooms located 
within school, not well 

signed. 

None required 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

4 Numerous appropriate 
plantings to a high 

standard, full grass cover 
throughout, dense sward 

and good colour. 

None required 
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Well maintained (natural features) 3 Planting maintained to a 
good standard, grass 
cleanly cut, very few 

weeds. 

None required 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Vegetation managed 
mainly for informal 
amenity, with some 

wildlife habitat 
management? 

More wildlife habitat 
management could be 

beneficial. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

4 Very good balance 
between natural, amenity 

and recreational 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated well into wider 
green network. 

None required 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

4 Very good balance of 
activities for various user 

groups. 

None required 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction. 

None required 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 3 Some areas of poor 
visibility but no 

entrapment points. 

None required 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Reasonable lighting 
scheme around the car 

parking area. 

Don’t think there is a need for 
more lighting. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Good connection to 
paths. 

None required 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity and place on-site 

and through views to 
surrounding area. 

None required 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement? 

Community involvement could 
bring down maintenance costs.

 
Additional Comments: 
Use of unique play structures give space a local identity and sense of place and 
school grounds is a welcoming environment. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Marengo Community Garden Surveyed by: Alan Muir 

Ownership: Burray and 
South Ronaldsay 
Community Garden 
Association 

Managed by: Volunteer 
committee of B&SRCGA 

Area: St Margaret’s Hope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens X 6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Enclosed space with various plants and 
pathways. Trees and plants provide ideal 
surroundings for small birds to congregate.

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Stone walls with low walls at southern and western 
boundary. West boundary also has timber fencing with 
south composed of hedgerows which conceal the 
space. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass, paving stones and gravel. 
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Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Various plants and colours including shrubs and palm 
tree. Small birds flying around the space. Also bees, 
butterflies and insects present. 

Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Timber shed and storage in the west corner. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Bin, two bench seating areas and a donation box. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Marengo Road access is a low timber latched gate. 
Northern access is a high timber gate with a small hook 
latch. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Paving leads to bench with informal gravel and paving 
access to other areas. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

On street. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Place name on gate entry with donation box close by. 
Road signpost at nearby junction too. Commemorative 
tags on seating. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking, gardening, photography, art classes and 
picnicking. 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Wildlife, gardening, art and social. 
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Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

N/A 

Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
  Open space provides a 

beneficial setting  

South views restricted by immediate context. North 
views to sea and landscape beyond. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Wide variety of in-situ, potted, trees and climbing 
plants. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Can see ferry crossings within what is a pleasant 
secluded space. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X Couple passed through during visit. 
Space also used by volunteer 
gardeners to maintain it. 

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X Comments

Spring X  
Summer X  
Autumn X  
Winter X  
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 Provides subtle link to 
housing and core path. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Can access to view 
space. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 4 Variety of paths kept in 
good condition. 

None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Entry off Marengo Road 
is accessible. Northern 

entry accessed by steps 
or core path so not ideal.

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

4 Proximity to core path 
with clear paths to and 

from site. 

None required. 

Good signage 3 Limited with no further 
signage necessary. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 4 Pleasant space with only 
noise from small birds 

chirping. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Fulfil function, well 
maintained. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Bin at street entry. Some 
fading of benches but 

only minor. 

None required. 

Quality equipment N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

4 Wide variety of colours 
and planting. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 4 Very good maintenance. None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 
ecological networks 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

4 Bird houses and plants 
create ideal environment.

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 As a place to sit is ideal. None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Connected to core path. None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Secluded nature of 
space. 

Not relevant to try and improve.

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 2 Some entrapment and 
visibility issues caused 
by planting. Scale and 
nature of site makes 

addressing this 
unfeasible. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels N/A Street lighting nearby. 
Not relevant. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

4 Used as through route 
and is in close proximity 
to bus stops and core 

path. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Aided by sea views.  None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

4 Well maintained and 
pleasant space. 

None required. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Vibrant space in terms of plants and wildlife with complimentary views of the sea. 
Not any realistic or necessary actions to be taken as would impact upon secluded 
nature of the space. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Thorfinn Place Surveyed by: Alan Muir 

Ownership: Council Managed by: Council Area: St Margaret’s Hope 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace X 6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Grass area surrounded by housing. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Low walls and timber fencing of adjacent houses. 
Timber posts with wire mesh and timber gate entry for 
adjacent play park along west boundary. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass with tarmac path. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Grass with some daisies along edge with path. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

N/A 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

N/A 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Tarmac. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

In nearby car park. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

N/A 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking. 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Level surface ideal for some form of play despite 
proximity to large play area. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

N/A 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
  Open space provides a 

beneficial setting  

Extent of hilly landscape in the distance can be seen. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Mainly grass. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

N/A 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X Not in use at time. May only be used 
to walk through. 

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 Bus stop within walking 
distance. 

None required. 

Disabled access 3 Path provides suitable 
access with general 

parking spaces provided 
by nearby car park. 

None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Some weeds and 
overgrowths along 
edging. Otherwise 
suitable surface. 

Tidy edges. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

N/A Mainly open access 
except from adjacent 
play area which is not 

paved but allows 
secondary route. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Connection with play 
area could be improved.

Due to existing pathway to play 
area and possible lack of usage 

of this space, may make 
addressing this unfeasible. 

Good signage N/A Not relevant. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Litter evident but only 
minor. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Fulfils function as 
pathway surface and is 

in keeping with 
pavement treatment. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Quality equipment N/A Not relevant. None required. 
Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Mainly grass with 
surrounding gardens 

contributing. 

Additional planting to add colour.

708



Well maintained (natural features) 2 Grass discoloured in 
places and weeds at 

edges.  

Maintain grass and weeds. 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Greenspace amongst 
housing context which 

could offer more. 

Utilise better through improved 
planting or functions. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Nature of amenity space. See previous. 

Connect with wider green networks 2 Connected in parts but 
focused northwards. 

Could create access to 
Margaret’s Road to improve 

connections. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

1 As a level greenspace 
provides opportunity for 

sporting activities but 
looks unused. 

Due to proximity of housing 
addition of a football goal may 
be unrealistic unless a five a 

side goal to compliment size of 
space. 

Provide places for social interaction 2 With surrounding 
housing should be ideal 

conditions but space 
lacks usage. 

See previous to promote activity 
within the space. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 Nature of space 
surrounded by houses.

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 4 Street lights within 
space. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Limited by context but 
route via play area 

provides wider access. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Can see wider landscape 
but sea views are 

obscured. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 Would enable space to 
be used in keeping with 

needs of adjacent 
houses. 

Enquire with households to 
check feasibility and potential 

improvements. 
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Additional Comments: 
Due to the proximity to the nearby play area, this makes any potential 
improvements less pressing. Main actions would involve enhancing the space 
through additional planting to compliment housing or encourage use for 
games/sport as it provides a relatively level surface, an aspect the play area lacks. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Bay of Ayre Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Currently 
unmanaged 

Area: St Mary’s  

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

X 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Rocky beach along front of St Marys Village

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wall, sea 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Rocky shore 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

The Sea 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Dog waste bin, seating. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Informal  

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

At western end of site. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

walking 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Wildlife, social, play 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Fantastic views out across the bay 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Rocky shore 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Used by all user groups. 

Depending on time of year 

Used all year round 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 Runs along front of the 
village. 

None required. 

Disabled access n/a Not achievable None required 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a No paths expected on 
site of this type. 

None required 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

2 Paths alongside the site. None required 

Good signage n/a No information required. None required 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 2 Some noise intrusion 
(next to a main road) 
some litter on beach 

Clean up the beach 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Dog waste bin and 
seating in adequate 

condition. 

None required 

Quality equipment n/a None required None required 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant None required 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

1 Planting quite poor 
quality, contributing very 

little to the space. 

Encourage native plants. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut. None required 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Natural/semi- natural 
space in adequate 

condition. 

Clean up beach. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated into the wider 
green network well. 

None required 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required 

Provide places for social interaction 2 Some social interaction None required 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a  None required None required 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Good connection to 
designated routes. 

None required 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Clear sense of local 
identity and place. 

None required 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Great views across the bay, minor problem with litter. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Graeme Park Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: St Mary’s  

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace X 6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Area of grass in housing area 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

n/a 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Only grass 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

n/a 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

At the community centre 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

n/a 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

n/a 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

n/a 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

No great visual amenity 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Only grass 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning   

Afternoon   

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring   

Summer   

Autumn   

Winter   

 
 

Doesn’t look used 

Doesn’t look used 
 

Doesn’t look used 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of housing. None required. 

Disabled access n/a Not achievable None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a Not expected on site this 
size. 

None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access. None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

2 Some paths to site. None required. 

Good signage n/a No information needed. None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
away from roads. Very 

little evidence of 
litter/vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

n/a None required. None required. 

Quality equipment n/a None required. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

0 Only grass More variety in planting could 
create more interest 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut. None required. 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 
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Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

0 Opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken. 

Include plants in site. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

1 Imbalance between 
elements. 

Introducing planting to space 
could create a better balance. 

Connect with wider green networks 2 Connected in parts but 
could be improved. 

Planting could integrate space 
better. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 1 Lack of anything in 
space to encourage 
social interaction. 

Planting/ public art could spur 
more social interaction. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along main 
routes. 

None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 0 No sense of local identity 
or place 

Planting/ public art could give a 
sense of place and identity. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Non-descript green space in housing area, some planting could give some identity 
to the space. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Holm Play Park Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: St Mary’s  

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Small play park at the back of the 
community centre. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wooden fence 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

grass, safety matting 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Four varieties of hedges.  
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Play equipment 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Picnic benches. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Wooden and metal gates/ stiles. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Parking at the community centre 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Regulatory, certificate 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

games 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Games, play, social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

No great visual amenity. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Hedging  

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults   

Families X  

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X Dependng on the time of year 

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

For 5-14yr olds 

Depending on the time of year 

Used all year round. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In centre of housing. None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a No paths  None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 Good location and 
condition. 

None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant None required. 

Good signage 3 Some information 
available. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Limited noise but located 
away from roads, very 
little evidence of litter/ 

vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good quality materials 
used. 

None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

2 Seating in adequate 
condition. 

None required. 

Quality equipment 3 Equipment and surface 
in good condition.  

None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting None required currently. 

Well maintained (natural features) 2 Grass cut well, some 
weeds. 

Improve maintenance. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Mainly for informal 
amenity in good 

condition. 

None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 2 Connected in parts but 
could be improved. 

Create links to surrounding 
spaces. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

3 Good balance of 
activities. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a None required. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet roads. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity on site and 

through views to the 
surrounding area. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs.  

 
Additional Comments: 
Good play park with plenty of equipment. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: The Pier Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council?  Area: St Mary’s  

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace X 

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas  6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Area of grass with seating and toilets at the 
top of the pier. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Sea  

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Grass and tarmac 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Sea  
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

n/a 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Toilets, pier, seating 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Open access 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

n/a 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Close by 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Information boards. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Walking 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

social 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

n/a 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Fantastic views across the bay 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Some bedding plants in planters 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Pier constructed between 1876-7 for herring boom. 
Also used during World Wars. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children   

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults X  

Families   

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Mainly adults (tourists) 

Depends on the time of year. 

Used all year round. 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 Along front of the village. None required. 

Disabled access 2 Some disabled access. None required. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose n/a  No paths expected. None required. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

n/a Open access None required. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Good signage 4 Information in some 
detail. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Some noise intrusion but 
wouldn’t deter users. 
Very little evidence of 

litter/ vandalism. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 3 Good materials used. None required. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Dog waste bin close by, 
seating and bin provide 

in good condition. 

None required. 

Quality equipment n/a None required. None required. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

4 Onsite toilets well 
maintained. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some planting in 
planters, could be 

improved. 

Incorporate more planting. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass cleanly cut, few 
weeds. 

None required. 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 4 Integrated very well into 
the wider green network

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

n/a Not relevant. None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

3 Good facilities sited 
appropriately for most 

users. 

None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4  No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 2 Lighting along pier. None required. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Not connected to 
designated routes but 

quiet road. 

None required. 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity and place onsite 
and through views to the 

surrounding area. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement meant 
could reduce maintenance costs.

 
Additional Comments: 
Good location for picnic benches, could include more planting. 
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Rockworks Football Pitch Surveyed by: Alan Muir 

Ownership: Private Managed by: Private Area: St Mary’s 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds  6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Open greenspace centred around football 
pitch with smaller pitch at higher level. 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Timber and concrete posts with mesh. East boundary 
is a stone wall. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Mainly grass with gravel paths providing car access 
and route to maintenance shed. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Grass, weeds and daisies. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Pavilion and maintenance shed. 

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

One set of goals on main pitch with full sized goals 
dismantled and set to the side. Two small goals set up 
for smaller pitch. Totem pole and wooden seat near 
second entry point. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Metal gate with push/pull latch. Large swing metal 
gates at car access point. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Compacted hardcore/gravel. No desire paths visible in 
the grass. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

Within gravel area in the space or car park near second 
entry point. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Informs about Totem pole being part of a community 
project. Commemorative tag on wooden seat. 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports, walking, jogging and running. 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports and social. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Amateur football league matches hosted by Holm FC. 

734



Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
  Open space provides a 

beneficial setting  

Open views to land and sea. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Grass. 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

Near Churchill barriers which were built during the 
second world war. 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult X  

Adults X  

Families X  

Elderly  X  

When space is used: X Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening X  

Seasonal Use: X Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 3 At edge of village with no 
direct pedestrian path to 

the space. 

Provide pavement access. 

Disabled access 2 Compacted gravel path 
may be suitable as a 

surface but unevenness 
and incline may prove 
difficult. Also lack of 
paved access to the 

space. 

Provide pavement access to the 
space to connect with the rest of 

the village. Potential to create 
more accessible entry to the 

space. 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 2 Could be improved but 
use of space may make 

improving this 
unnecessary. 

Provide smoother surfaced 
pathway. 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

2 Lack of access to the 
north. Both entries not 
fully accessible to all. 

Address main entrance issues 
for easier access. 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

0 Should provide 
continuous pavement 

route throughout village.

Provide pavement pathway. 

Good signage 3 Regarding totem pole. 
No further information 

needed. 

None required. 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 3 Quite a few weeds and 
daisies including on the 
playing surface. No litter 

evident. 

None required. 

Quality materials used 2 Gravel path fulfils 
function but could be 

improved. 

Resurface access path. 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Seating near dugouts. 
No bins but pavilion 

would be opened during 
match days and may be 

provided during such 
times. 

None required. 

Quality equipment 4 Goalposts in good 
condition. 

None required. 
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Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

N/A Could not access. Not 
relevant. 

None required. 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

3 Totem pole provides 
interesting contrast to 

grass area. 

None required. 

Well maintained (natural features) 3 Weeds evident but grass 
generally well cut. 

None required. 

    
Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

3 Large greenspace. None required. 

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Enables sporting 
activities to take place at 

various scales. 

None required. 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Connects with cycle 
route and coastal 

greenery. 

None required. 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

3 Size of space should 
enable activities apart 
from football to occur. 

None required. 

Provide places for social interaction 3 During games or play 
activities. 

None required. 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

N/A Not relevant. None required. 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 3 Only noise from 
infrequent passing of 

cars. 

None required. 

Appropriate lighting levels 1 Floodlights could be 
provided to prolong times 

of use. 

Addition of floodlights. 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

2 Lacks pavement access 
along road. 

Provide pavement access. 

Sense of local identity and place 4 Open views of 
surrounding context. 
Further information 

available at car park near 
barrier crossing. 

None required. 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

4 Totem pole highlights 
involvement. 

None required. 
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Additional Comments: 
Some form of continuous pavement route should be provided throughout the village 
settlement as a key priority and may promote usage out with match days. Re-
surfacing of access to the space and floodlight provision provide potential future 
improvements.  
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Open Space Survey Form 
 

Site Description 
 
 
Open Space: Stenness Community Primary 
School 

Surveyed by: Charlotte Slater 

Ownership: Public Managed by: Council Area: Stenness 

 
Type of open space: 
6.1 Public Parks and Gardens  6.6 Green Corridors  

6.2 Private Gardens or Grounds X 6.7 Natural/Semi-Natural 
Greenspace 

 

6.3 Amenity Greenspace  6.8 Other Functional Greenspace  

6.4 Playspace for Children and 
Teenagers 

X 6.9 Civic Space  

6.5 Sports Areas X 6.10 Other Open Space  

 
Description: 
Sports field, tree planting and play area 
around school 

Boundary Features 
  Wall 
  Fence 
  Planting 
  Landscape feature 

Wooden fence/ wire fence, concrete block wall. 

Surfacing 
  Hard  
  Soft 

Concrete, tarmac, safety matting, grass. 

Landscaping/natural 
features 
  Planting / vegetation / habitat 
  Geology 
  Water body 

Trees, shrubs. 
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Other built features 
  Club House 
  Maintenance shed 
  Play Equipment 

Maintenance shed, play equipment.  

Facilities 
  Sports grounds 
  Toilets/ Changing room 
  Slipway 
  Furniture 
 Bins / Dog waste disposal 

Playing field, netball court, seating, bins. 

Access/entrances 
 Open Access 
 Gates (type) 
 Stiles 

Gates. 

Paths 
 Gravel 
 Sealed 
 Informal / desire lines 

Concrete, informal. 

Car Parking 
 Within the open spaces 
 In close proximity 
 None 

At the front of the school. 

Signage 
 Welcome 
 Regulatory 
 Informative / 

interpretation 

Regulatory signs for play park 

 
Open Space Function: 
Recreation 
  Sports/Games 
  Walking/Jogging/Running 
  Art 

Sports/games 

Education 
  Sports/Games 
  Wildlife/Plants 
  Play formal / informal 
  Social 

Sports/games, plants, play, social. 

Events 
  Local Agricultural Shows 
  Music Events 
  Tournaments / leagues 

Football games? 
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Visual Amenity 
  Views within the site 
  Views out of the site 
 Open space provides a 
beneficial setting 

Some visual amenity on site. 

Biodiversity 
  Planted areas 
  Natural areas 

Tree planting and shrubs 

Cultural/Historical 
  Within the site 
  View out of the site 
 Open space provides a 

beneficial setting 

n/a 

 
Usage: 
User Group: X Comments

Children X  

Teenager/ Young Adult   

Adults   

Families X  

Elderly    

When space is used: X 
Comments

Morning X  

Afternoon X  

Evening   

Seasonal Use: X 
Comments

Spring X  

Summer X  

Autumn X  

Winter X  

 
 

Mainly children during break times 

Mainly during break times 

All year round 
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Site Scoring – Quality Assessment 
 

Scoring System: 
 

4- Excellent 
condition, no 
improvement 

necessary. Review 
in 10yrs time. 

3. Good condition 
no immediate 
improvements. 

Review in 5yrs time.

2. Fair condition, 
minor maintenance 

required. See 
actions. 

1. Poor condition, 
immediate 

maintenance 
required. See 

actions. 

0. Not fit for 
purpose/unsafe, 

major action 
required before use. 

See actions 
immediately. 

 
Accessible and well 

connected 
Score Comment Potential Action

Well located, close to community 4 In the centre of the 
village 

None required 
 

Disabled access 2 Good disabled access. None required 

Quality Paths, fit for purpose 3 Paths generally good. None required 

Accessible entrances in the right 
places 

3 In good location and 
accessible, in good 

condition. 

None required 
 

Connected to path network/ core 
path 

3 Paths to and through the 
site. 

None required 
 

Good signage 2 Limited information 
available. 

None required 
 

    
Attractive and Appealing Score Comment Potential Action 

Attractive with positive image 2 Some noise but quiet 
road, some litter. 

Clean up litter. 

Quality materials used 2 Suitable materials used. None required 
 

Quality furniture  
  Bins 
  Cycle stands 
  Seating 

3 Seating in average 
condition, bins provided.

None required 
 

Quality equipment 2 Some empty places in 
play area, rest of the 

equipment in reasonable 
condition. 

Some improvements. 

Provide built facilities in clean, safe 
and usable condition 

n/a Not relevant. None required 
 

Contains attractive plants and 
landscape elements 

2 Some variety of planting 
contributing to the space 
but could be improved. 

Planting beneath trees would be 
an improvement and planting up 

the planters. 
Well maintained (natural features) 3 Grass clean cut, few 

weeds. 
None required 
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Bio diverse supporting 

ecological networks 
Score Comment Potential Action 

Contribute positively to biodiversity 
(habitats and species) 

2 Actively managed for 
formal and informal 

amenity. 

Creating understory beneath 
tree planting.  

Contribute positively to landscape 
setting 

3 Good balance between 
elements. 

None required 
 

Connect with wider green networks 3 Integrated well. None required 
 

    

Promote activity, health and 
well being 

Score Comment Potential Action 

Provide diverse play, sport and    
recreational facilities 

3 Good balance of 
activities for various user 

groups. 

None required 
 

Provide places for social interaction 3 Good opportunity for 
social interaction 

None required 
 

Contains high quality appropriate 
and carefully sited facilities to meet 
user needs 

n/a Not relevant. None required 
 

    
Community benefits Score Comment Potential Action 

Safe and welcoming 4 No areas of poor visibility 
or entrapment points. 

None required 
 

Appropriate lighting levels n/a Not relevant. None required 
 

Provide good routes to wider       
community facilities 

3 Good connection to 
designated routes. 

None required 
 

Sense of local identity and place 3 Good sense of local 
identity and place on site 
and through views to the 

surrounding area. 

None required 
 

Opportunities for community       
involvement in management 

0 No community 
involvement. 

Community involvement could 
reduce maintenance costs. 

 
Additional Comments: 
Good school grounds, just some minor improvements such as more planting and 
the play equipment. 
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