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Orkney Islands Council 
Scottish Welfare Fund   
 

A Community Care Grant may be awarded: 
 
To help people establish themselves in the community following a period of 
care where circumstances indicate that there is an identifiable risk of the 
person not being able to live independently without this help 
 
• The person must have been in accommodation for 3 months or more where they 

received significant and substantial care, supervision or protection.  For example 
hospital, care homes, hostels, prison or supported accommodation. 

 
To help people remain in the community rather than going into care where 
circumstances indicate that there is an identifiable risk of the person not being 
able to live independently without this help 
 
• People most at risk of going into care may be those having difficulty dealing with 

life in the community, for example: dealing with personal and domestic tasks, 
needing basic household items, repairs to maintain or improve a home or help 
someone to move to provide care for someone.  

 
To help people set up home in the community, as part of a resettlement 
programme, following an unsettled way of life 
 
• This may include a young person who is leaving residential supported 

accommodation or someone who has a history of repeat homelessness.   
 
To help families facing exceptional pressures and who lack the resources to 
meet irregular costs to provide a safe and secure environment for their family 
 
• Exceptional pressures may include: a breakdown of relationships (perhaps 

domestic violence); to meet the needs of a chronically ill child or disability in the 
family; there is a serious problem with accommodation resulting in a move.  The 
priority is the children.   

 
To help people to care for a prisoner or young offender on release on 
temporary licence 
 
• The grant is for the person caring for the prisoner to help them adjust to life 

outside prison. 
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Who is eligible to apply? 
 
You must be aged 16 years or over, resident in the local authority, and be on a low 
income:  
 
It is for the Local Authority to determine what constitutes a low income.  A person 
entitled to one of the following benefits will be considered to have met the condition 
of being on a low income.  However, it is not essential to be in receipt of one of these 
benefits to be eligible: 
 
• Income Support;  
• Income –based Jobseekers’ Allowance;  
• Income –related Employment and Support Allowance;  
• Pension Credit;  
• Universal Credit 

 
If you are not receiving one of these benefits but are likely to qualify on leaving an 
institution or residential accommodation in which you received support or care you 
may still be considered for a grant.  
 
Applications can be made online on the Orkney Islands Council website, over the 
phone or face-to-face at the Council Offices 

You will not be entitled to apply if: 
 
• If you or your partner have savings over £700, if you are below state pension 

credit age, or £1,200 if your or your partner are above state pension credit age.  
 
• You are a care home resident, hospital in patient, in prison or release on 

temporary licence – unless planned discharge or release date within 8 weeks. 
 
• You apply for needs that are specifically excluded – for example, ongoing needs 

that are likely to become a feature of normal expenditure.  For more details you 
can refer to the Council’s Scottish Welfare Fund Policy. 

 
• You have applied in the past 28 days for the same items or services unless there 

has been a relevant change of circumstances. 

How much grant is available? 
 
The amount of money that the Council can spend each year for the Scottish Welfare 
Fund is limited.  Even if your application is considered as being eligible to qualify for 
a grant it does not mean that you will receive an award.  Your application will be 
assessed on: 
 
• The nature, extent, severity and urgency of need; 
• The vulnerability of the applicant and the likely consequences of refusal; 
• Whether the application is considered a high, medium or low priority; 
• The level of funding available and the priority of the application. 
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How will the grant be paid? - Grants may be paid in cash, direct to your bank 
account, or in kind.  If successful, your application will be processed within 15 
working days. 

Appeals - If you are unhappy with the outcome of your application you may ask for 
a review of that decision within 20 working days of the date of that decision. 

Where to get more information 
You can get more information from the Council’s Enterprise & Sustainable 
Regeneration Service – Benefits Team, Council Offices, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 
1JS. 
Tel: 01856 873535 extension 2116; email swf@orkney.gov.uk  
Website: http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/S/scottish-welfare-fund.htm 
                                                                          

 June 2023 

mailto:swf@orkney.gov.uk

	Orkney Islands Council
	Scottish Welfare Fund
	A Community Care Grant may be awarded:
	Who is eligible to apply?
	You will not be entitled to apply if:
	How much grant is available?
	How will the grant be paid? - Grants may be paid in cash, direct to your bank account, or in kind.  If successful, your application will be processed within 15 working days.
	Appeals - If you are unhappy with the outcome of your application you may ask for a review of that decision within 20 working days of the date of that decision.
	Where to get more information





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		2023-06-12 Community Care Grant Information leaflet.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

